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Christmas was not a federal holi-

day in America until June 26, 1870 

when declared by Ulysses S. Grant. 

  Now, Christmas is celebrated 

with lights, trees, presents, music 

and much more. Countries such as 

North Korea, Saudi Arabia, Iran, 

and Japan do not celebrate Christ-

mas. If you celebrate the birth of 

Jesus, do not forget what the 

Christmas spirit is all about and 

why we celebrate this holiday. Be 

joyful, give to others this holiday 

season, and have a Merry Christ-

mas! 

Th e  H i s to r y  of  Ch r i s tma s  

Wo r l d  War  I I  Vete ran  

The Falcon 

Review 

By Cody Smith 
   Christmas is a sacred holiday 

around the world that is celebrat-

ed by billions of people. But do 

you know about the history of the 

second most popular holiday in 

the world? Centuries before the 

arrival of Jesus, Europeans would 

celebrate birth and light in the 

darkest days of winter. In early 

Christianity, people did not cele-

brate the birth of Jesus but in-

stead celebrated his death, and 

the holiday was called Easter. In 

the fourth century, (301 AD- 400 

AD) church officials decided to 

mark the birth of their savior as a 

holiday. The problem was that the 

Bible did not specify the date of 

his birth, as there are many theo-

ries of his birthdate. Pope Julius I 

eventually chose December 25th 

to be the date of this holiday. It is 

believed that the Church chose 

this date to make an attempt to 

adopt and apply the traditions of 

the pagan Saturnalia Festival, 

which was originally called the 

Feast of the Nativity. This custom 

spread from Egypt to England by 

the sixth century. By the eighth 

century, the Christmas tradition 

spread all the way to Scandinavia. 

  In Russian and Greek Orthodox 

churches, Christmas is celebrated 

13 days after December 25th, a 

day in which they call, ¨Epiphany 

Day.¨ This is the day believed 

when the three wise men found 

baby Jesus in the manger. Fast-

forward to the 17th Century, 

Christmas was not a holiday in 

early America, because the English 

separatists that came to the 

developing country were more 

orthodox in the Puritan beliefs. 

From 1659-1681, Christmas 

was actually outlawed in the 

city of Boston. Anybody who 

celebrated this holiday in Bos-

ton would be fined five shil-

lings. The American Revolution 

led the English customs to be 

swept under the rug, so 

explained that he got so used to 

sleeping on the ground that when 

he finally got to sleep in a real 

bed, it was too soft and uncom-

fortable. 

  When asked about how it feels 

to be Boelnes daughter, Joann 

Boelnes replied, “Proud, and 

blessed. He lives on his own and 

would do anything for me.” He 

was also best man at his best 

friend’s wedding, which is where 

he met his late wife, and his best 

friend’s sister, Sarah. They bought 

a house in 1948 in Beach City, and 

after 70 years he still resides there. 

Thank you, Mr. Boelnes, for your 

military service.  We salute you! 

By Hunter McCoy and  

Emma Engel 
   World War II was a major war 

that took place from September 1, 

1939 through September 2, 1945. 

Cyriel P. Boelnes, a resident of 

Beach City, enlisted in 1943 at the 

age of 22. He served with the unit 

known as Timberwolf and was a 

radio operator for two years. Born 

in 1921, in Belgium, he emigrated 

with his family at the age of nine 

months to Northwest Illinois. His 

family purchased a 100 acre farm 

for $100. As of today, Boelnes is 

the only living member of his 

immediate family. 

  After enlisting, Boelnes traveled 

all over the world, including Ger-

many and France. He was in the 

first unit sent to Europe, The Red 

Ball Express. He was in 145 contin-

uous days of combat with Germa-

ny, which is the record for longest 

time spent on enemy lines. When 

asked what was one of his most 

astonishing memories, Boelnes 

responded, “We dug a trench, the 

M.T. picked up the dead bodies 

and dumped them into the trench 

and covered them up at the 

Nordhausen Concentration 

Camp.” The concentration camp 

had over 3,000 people die there 

due to starvation and various 

diseases. 

  Some of the more fond memo-

ries he described were setting up 

a camp in a orchard and two of 

the men in his troop accidentally 

setting up their tents over a yel-

low jacket’s nest. Boelnes also 
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Ch r i s tma s  S on g  S u r ve y  

By Erika Lear    
   Do you enjoy seeing all of the twinkling lights 

around the holidays? Many people love going 

around to look at beautiful, bright Christmas 

displays. If you are one of these people, there 

are many hidden, spectacular light shows 

around our area you may not know about. The 

closest light shows are in Brewster and Navarre. 

In Brewster, there is a competition for the best 

decorated house, so you can drive around and 

look at all of the competition and maybe you 

will find the winner. In Navarre, many houses 

are decorated with tons and tons of lights, but 

there is one that sticks out.. If you would like to 

travel a little bit further, Canton McKinley Park 

has a free light show as you drive through the 

park, and Akron Zoo also has the Wild Lights 

through their zoo with different activities for 

the admission of $12 per person. Make sure 

you bundle up and maybe even bring some hot 

cocoa to see all the spectacular lights this sea-

son. Merry Christmas! 

By Hunter McCoy and Morgan Leonard 
   At random, we gave select homeroom classes 

from each grade a survey listing five of the 

most popular Christmas songs and a blank 

space to put another option. It was those stu-

dents’ task to fill out the survey for us to collect 

the information. Options listed on the surveys 

were, “Last Christmas” by Wham!, “All I Want 

For Christmas is You” by Mariah Carey, “You're 

a Mean One, Mr. Grinch” by Thurl Ravenscraft, 

“Jingle Bells” by Ella Fitzgerald, and “White 

Christmas” by Bing Crosby. 

  After collecting and sorting through the re-

sults, we discovered that from the list of songs, 

“All I Want For Christmas is You” is, on average, 

Fairless’s Students favorite Christmas song. 

“Last Christmas” took 2nd place, “You're a Mean 

One, Mr. Grinch” took 3rd, 4th place goes to 

“Jingle Bells”, and lastly, 5th place goes to 

“White Christmas.” For the category of other, 

the only consecutive song to show up was, 

“Baby It's Cold Outside.” Whatever Christmas 

song you like, keep a song in your heart and 

spread good-will to all those you meet. 

Ch r i s tma s  L i gh t s  

Ch r i s tma s  W i sh  L i s t  

By Bethany Lautt 
   We’ve all had a Christmas Wish-List every 

year, but it changes as we grow up. When we 

were little, we probably asked for the newest 

Power Rangers action figures or American-Girl 

Dolls. In middle school, we asked for a phone or 

video games. In high school, we’re probably 

asking for food or money for college tuition. 

Whatever you ask for, there’s something deep 

down inside of you that knows you won’t get 

everything, if anything, on your list. No matter 

how old we get, there’s something about writ-

ing a Christmas Wish-List every year that makes 

Christmas feel like it did when we were little. 

We may still ask for the newest phone or video 

game, (if you’re like me, you’re still asking for 

another dog), but, there’s something about 

writing a Christmas Wish-List that never gets 

old, even when we do! 
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Editorial Policy 

 The Falcon Review is a paper by, for and 

about the students of Fairless High School. 

Our purpose is to inform the public of  

issues, events and policies which are  

relevant. We strive to report objectively  

and accurately. 

 

 The Writing for Publication class publishes 

at least four times per school year. We are a 

forum for diverse opinions and student 

expression. We encourage free expression 

of ideas from students, faculty, parents and 

members of the community. 

 

 Letters to the editor are limited to 250 

words, must be tasteful and cannot contain 

personal attacks and must be signed 

(signature can be held upon request). Staff 

members may edit these letters in regard to 

grammar, length, or content. Nothing  

libelous, obscene or disruptive of the daily 

school process will be permitted. Subject to 

approval by the adviser and editor-in-chief, 

these letters must be delivered to room 120 

or the mailbox marked Falcon Review in 

the high school office. 
 

 *This issue and subsequent issues can be 

viewed on the Fairless Local Schools,  

Fairless Media Academy homepage. 

https://sites.google.com/a/fairless.sparcc.org

/fairless-media-academy/home/falcon-

review 
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“Evening Portrait,” and “Rock the Halls.” Wind 

Ensemble will present “Sparkling Lights,” and 

“Twas the Night Before Christmas,” with narra-

tion from our very own superintendent, Mr. 

Bidlack. At the very end of the concert, the 

choirs and Wind Ensemble will combine to give 

you chills as they perform “Candlelight Carol.” 

  Come enjoy “A Christmas Spectacular,” and 

support our music program at Malone Universi-

ty! 

By Mary Hammel 
   Music is the best way to truly feel the joy of 

Christmas, and what better way to experience 

that than to listen to our own Fairless musicians 

make glorious music? 

  The Fairless Music Department will be per-

forming “A Christmas Spectacular” at Malone 

University in the Johnson Center at 7:00 p.m. on 

December 19, 2018. Doors open at 6:45 p.m. 

and the cost is $5 per person. Tickets are availa-

ble for presale from any band or choir student. 

The groups performing are as follows: Women’s 

Choir, Men’s Choir, Chorale, Silver Wings, Sym-

phonic Band and Wind Ensemble. Women’s 

Choir will be singing, “Carol of the Bells,” “A 

Winter Walk,” and Men’s Choir will be perform-

ing “The Vagabond,” “In Dat Great Gittin’ Up 

Mornin’,” and “Born, Born in Bethlehem.” Cho-

rale will showcase “Christmastime is Here,” 

“African Noel,” and all the choirs will be joining 

to sing, “Peace Peace,” featuring the senior girls. 

Silver Wings will delight the audience with, 

“Heaven Everywhere,” and “Snow!” Symphonic 

Band will continue with “Flourishing Noels,” 

Fa i r l e s s  Mu s i c  D e pa r t m e n t ’s  Chr i s t ma s  C on c e r t  

S en io r  Tr ip  to  N ew  Yo r k  

M c D o na lds ’  Wi nd ow A r t  

By Madison Reese 
  Have you ever taken a trip New York City? The 

senior class had the opportunity to go this year 

before Christmas. They left the school at 5 a.m. 

Sunday, December 2nd, and arrived in NYC at 

approximately 1 p.m. Their day in the city start-

ed with free time, and they had a few hours to 

walk around and shop.  After that, everyone 

meet and ate dinner together at an Italian res-

taurant., Bucca DiBeppa. After a quick trip to 

Grand Central Station, they returned to the 

hotel to get a good night’s sleep. 

  The seniors left the hotel by 8:30 a.m. to get 

into the city on the second day. The first stop of 

the day was the Lower East Side Tenement 

Museum. Students had the opportunity to learn 

about different immigrants coming to the Unit-

ed States to start a new life. They then traveled 

from lower Manhattan to Wall Street, Green-

wich Village and SoHo to eat lunch wherever 

they wished. After lunch the group took a trip 

By Morgan Leonard 
   On Tuesday, November 4th, Fairless’  3rd and 

4th year Art students went to three establish-

ments in the Navarre to decorate their windows 

for the holiday season. The students visited a 

McDonald’s, East of Chicago, and Kraus’ Pizza. 

Each window was covered in Christmas related 

drawings and then painted with washable win-

dow paint. The upper classes usually visit 

McDonald’s every year to paint the windows. 

This year they were extremely pleased with the 

results. They always provide the students with a 

free lunch while they paint, but this year they 

decided to give each staff member and student 

at Fairless High School $10 coupon for anything 

on the menu. The coupon is redeemable at 

both Massillon locations. If you are a McDon-

ald’s lover, be sure to thank your fellow art 

students for the great job they did painting the 

windows this year! Thanks again for the cou-

pons! 

to the 9/11 Memorial Museum, 

dined at Hard Rock Café and 

went to see the Rockettes at 

Radio City Music Hall. 

  On the last day, viewing New 

York city at the top of the Em-

pire State Building was a bit 

cold, although breathtaking. 

Central Park was a great place 

for a group photo and of course, 

more shopping experiences in 

Times Square. The departure 

time for home was about 3:30 

p.m. These tired students arrived 

back at Fairless about 1 a.m. 

What a great time seeing NYC 

during the festive season and 

wondering when each of us 

would visit the “city that never 

sleeps” again! 

Senior 4-year art students Miranda Ruegg (left) and Alyssa Owens (right) were part of 

the group of students who did a fantastic job of painting windows at McDonalds. 

Seniors pose in front of the brightly lit Christmas tree in  

Rockefeller Center. 
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Mrs. Widder  

German  Chocolate Cake 
4 oz. sweet baking chocolate, in pieces 

½ - cup water 

2 cups sugar 

1 cup butter, softened 

4 eggs 

2 ½ cups all-purpose flour 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

½  teaspoon salt 

1 cup buttermilk 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

Heat oven to 350 degrees. Grease 3 (9 inch) 

round cake pans and lightly flour. Melt choco-

late and water over low heat, stirring frequently. 

Cool. In large bowl, beat sugar and butter on 

medium speed until light and fluffy, scraping 

bowl occasionally. Add eggs, one at a time, 

beating well after each addition. Beat in the 

cooled chocolate mixture. On low speed, beat in 

the remaining ingredients until well blended, 

scraping sides of bowl as needed. Pour batter 

evenly into pans. 

Bake 35 to 45 minutes or until toothpick insert-

ed in the middle comes out clean. Cool in pans 5 

minutes. Remove to wire racks and cool com-

pletely before frosting. 

Senior Class Advisors’ Favorite Christmas Recipes 
By Adam Tucker 

The Christmas season is a perfect time to make sweets and homemade goods for your loved ones. Here are three wonderful ladies who provide 

delicious homemade goods for their families, and are now sharing with you! 

 

C o c o n u t - P e c a n 

Frosting 
(I double this be-

cause it is a family 

favorite) 

1 cup sugar 

1 cup evaporated 

milk 

½  cup butter 

3 eggs, beaten 

1 ⅓  cups flaked 

coconut 

1 cup chopped pe-

cans 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

In saucepan, over 

medium heat, cook 

sugar, evaporated 

milk, butter and 

beaten eggs, stirring 

constantly, until 

mixture begins to 

bubble. Remove from heat. Stir in coconut, pecans 

and vanilla. Cool completely till spreading con-

sistency. Frost cake in tier fashion.   

 

Mrs. Courtney 

Cranberry Salad 
1 Pint Cranberries 

1 cup sugar 

2 cups grapes, cut in half 

½ cup chopped walnuts 

15 marshmallows cut in half or 2 cups mini  

marshmallows 

1 pint of whipping cream 

 

Grind cranberries, add sugar and refrigerate over-

night. The next day cut grapes, walnuts and marsh-

mallows to the cranberries. Mix well. Whip the 

whipping cream until its very stiff. Gently fold (do 

not stir) the whipping cream into the cranberry 

mixture and let the salad sit for a few hours. 

 

 

Ms. Meredith 

Buckeyes 
2 sticks Butter 

1 cup Peanut Butter 

1 pound Confectionery Sugar 

1 tsp Vanilla 

12 oz pkg Choc Chips or dipping chocolate 

Mix butter and peanut butter until creamy. Add 

confectionery sugar and vanilla. 

Roll into 1" balls and chill for 30 min. Melt the 

chocolate and dip the peanut butter balls in choc-

olate covering 2/3 of the ball to look like a buck-

eye. Let harden before storing in a sealed contain-

er. 
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By Katie Feucht 
   Have you checked how many AIR test points 

you have? Do you have all 18 points to gradu-

ate? If not, you are not alone. 38% of Ohio 

seniors are in danger of not graduating this 

year. As a high school student, you are required 

to take seven AIR tests. An AIR test is a state 

mandated test that stands for American Institu-

tion of Research. Each test allows a student to 

score up to five points, and in order to graduate 

you only need to obtain a two or three on a 

majority of the tests. Many students that failed 

these tests are permitted to retake them during 

the weeks of December 10th and 17th.  If you 

are unable to obtain all your points to graduate, 

there is another way. Students are allowed to 

receive a diploma even after failing retakes if 

they can prove themselves with these stipula-

tions: 93% attendance rate, an A or B average in 

their classes, 120 hours of community service, 

450 hours of working a job or complete a cap-

stone project. If you are an underclassmen, 

consider checking your points, so you do not 

have these troubles as a senior. Best wishes to 

the Class of 2019 as they prepare to leave “The 

Nest!” 

A re  You  G r a d ua t ing  Th i s  Yea r ?  

S i lve r  W in g s ’  Ch r i s tm as  

By Emmal Engel 
   Do you have a jolly spirit and a sweet spot for 

Christmas? If so, you would enjoy watching 

Silver Wings perform their Christmas songs, 

such as “Heaven Everywhere” and “Snow!” They 

performed December 6th at the Senior Citizen 

Luncheon with carols and other Christmas 

songs, along with “Footloose.” Then, Silver 

Wings performed December 13th at the Wilmot 

Baptist Church, singing alongside the Fairless 

High School Select Choir. On December 18th, 

they performed for Golden Charms Richville 

UCC, showcasing all of their pieces. They will be 

performing at the Christmas Spectacular on 

December 19th in the Johnson Center at 

Malone University. So, make a point to show up 

listen all the choirs, the band, and Silver Wings. 

Winter Sports Seniors Word Find—By Cavick Decker 

Silver Wings is always a delight to watch! 
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Girls Varsity Basketball 

Girls JV Basketball 

Front: Mackenzie Pavlik, Maddy Reese, Keaten Spencer, Becca Garren, Lauren Engle, Ryleigh Brady;   

Back:  Hailey Woods, Head Coach Butcher, Mia Studer, Emma Kirby, Grace Lyon, Hunter Miller, Katelyn Ashton,  
Coach Lee, Emily Cole, and Coach Sarbaugh. 

Front: Abigael Keehn, Halle Ramey, Kamryn Kondrach, Savannah Trout, Lilly Gadd, Sydnee Goff, Brylynn Fisk;  

Back: Coach Sarbaugh, Mackenzie Pavlik, Katelyn Ashton, Emma Kirby, Grace Lyon, Mia Studer, and Coach Lee. 
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Front: Jory Oakleaf, Logan Schafer, Adam Tucker, Jack Laney, Jordan Price, Reise Lanier; Back: Head Coach Bille, Nick Long,  
Connor Durant, Owen Anstine, Kyle Hunter, Justin Kornish, Lucas Ruegg, Dawson Fortner, and Coach Sauls. 

Front: Evan Carter, Evan Zenk, Jared Habrun, Chris Byler, Lucas Cline, Mason Shrump; Back: Coach Husted, Nick Long,  
Ethan Brindley, Tyler Stubbs, Ethan Witting, Justin Kornish, Cade Swonger, Matthew Diekmann, and Coach Carter. 

Boys Varsity Basketball 

Boys JV Basketball 
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Varsity Wrestling 

Front: Cody Ledsome, Austin Hansbarger, Mason Unger, Austin Breden, Paul Payne; Row 2: Kyle Stephon, 

 Micah Schwarzentraub, Max Kirby, Brady Wickham, Hayden Stutz, Josh Webb; Back: Coach Lakus,  
Thomas McCune, Devon Berresford, Zach Taylor, Donald Tinder, Vincent Pyne, and Head Coach Huss. 

Freshmen Boys Basketball 

Front: Joey Rossetti, Brant Marchand, Carter Murray, Brock Hrynko, Tayler Buttermore, Matthew Snyder,  

Eric Ruegg; Back: Coach Simmons, Cameron Perez, Hayden Miller, Hunter Campbell, Colton Colucci,  
Luke Baylor, and Gavin Bailey. 
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Front: Leyla Dowdy, Madison Page; Row 2: Chloe Palfy, Gracie Shepherd, Sierra Cox; Back: Gianna Schafer,  
Kimmie McDonald, and Annabelle Ehmer. 

Front: Brandi Carter, Sky Rittenhouse, Kaitlyn Simmers; Back: Alyssa Bissell, Mackenzie Knoll, and Paige Lowder.  

Varsity Basketball Cheer 

JV Basketball Cheer 
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753 S Wooster Ave, Strasburg, OH 

330-878-9809 

Happy 

holidays 

from our 

sponsors! 
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